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1. Department or Agency           2. Fiscal Year
Department of Health and Human Services           2018

3. Committee or Subcommittee           
3b. GSA

Committee No.
Frederick National Laboratory Advisory Committee to the

National Cancer Institute
          76836

4. Is this New During Fiscal

Year?

5. Current

Charter

6. Expected Renewal

Date

7. Expected Term

Date
No 03/30/2017 03/30/2019

8a. Was Terminated During

FiscalYear?

8b. Specific Termination

Authority

8c. Actual Term

Date
No

9. Agency Recommendation for Next

FiscalYear

10a. Legislation Req to

Terminate?

10b. Legislation

Pending?
Continue Not Applicable Not Applicable

11. Establishment Authority  Authorized by Law

12. Specific Establishment

Authority

13. Effective

Date

14. Commitee

Type

14c.

Presidential?
42 U.S.C. 285a-2(b)(7) 11/20/1985 Continuing No

15. Description of Committee  Scientific Technical Program Advisory Board

16a. Total Number of Reports 1                                                     

16b. Report

Date
Report Title  

 05/08/2018
Update Report from the FNLAC Ad Hoc NCI/DOE Collaborations

Working Group

Number of Committee Reports Listed: 1

17a. Open  17b. Closed  17c. Partially Closed  Other Activities  17d. Total

Meetings and Dates
  Purpose Start End

Program Advisory and/or Policy  10/30/2017 -  10/30/2017 

Program Advisory and/or Policy  05/08/2018 -  05/08/2018 

 Number of Committee Meetings Listed: 2

18a(1). Personnel Pmts to Non-Federal Members

18a(2). Personnel Pmts to Federal Members

18a(3). Personnel Pmts to Federal Staff



0.300.30

$164,602.00$161,856.00

$80,336.00$78,761.00

$20,705.00$20,428.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$11,813.00$11,690.00

$6,600.00$6,600.0018a(4). Personnel Pmts to Non-Member Consultants

18b(1). Travel and Per Diem to Non-Federal Members

18b(2). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Members

18b(3). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Staff

18b(4). Travel and Per Diem to Non-member Consultants

18c. Other(rents,user charges, graphics, printing, mail, etc.)

18d. Total

19. Federal Staff Support Years (FTE)

20a. How does the Committee accomplish its purpose?

The Committee is composed of distinguished scientists from outside the NCI. The

Committee provides scientific advice on existing and new projects (extramural and

intramural) to be performed at the Frederick National Laboratory for Cancer Research

(FNLCR). The Committee advises the Director, NCI and Associate Director, FNLCR about

the intrinsic merit of the projects, and provides insight on proposed directions for ongoing

and future work to be done at the FNLCR. This Committee will periodically review the

existing portfolio of projects (extramural and intramural) at the FNLCR, evaluate their

productivity, help determine which of these projects should be transitioned to more

conventional mechanisms of support, i.e., (grants, contracts, cooperative agreements)

and which should be considered for termination. The Committee represents viewpoints

from the broader, extramural research community, and helps to assure that the operations

at FNLCR are open, transparent, and in the best interest of the entire cancer research

community. The Committee will submit a written description of the research and its

recommendations to the Director, NCI, Deputy Directors, NCI, and the Associate Director,

FNLCR. During the fiscal year, the Frederick National Laboratory Advisory Committee

(FNLAC) was presented reports on various topics related to the organization of the

FNLCR and the types of research that are being conducted. Committee discussions and

reports included opportunities to provide insights into the FNLCR operations and future

plans, the National Cryo-EM Facility; the FNLCR RAS Initiative; the NCI Experimental

Therapeutics (NExT) Program; the Chemical Biology Consortium (CBC); and the

Accelerating Therapeutics for Opportunities in Medicine (ATOM) initiative. The Committee

also gained an understanding of the role of molecular pharmacodynamics in both drug

discovery and development and how the NCI’s Early Therapeutic Trials Network is

helping to move new agents into the clinic. The Committee deliberated on and approved

an update report from the FNLAC NCI-DOE Collaborations Working Group.

20b. How does the Committee balance its membership?

The Committee will consist of up to 16 members, including the Chair, appointed by the

Director, NCI. Members will be authorities knowledgeable in drug and vaccine



development, clinical trials support, AIDS research, bioinformatics, genomics,

nanotechnology, biological repositories, and basic research in immunology and infectious

diseases. Additionally, a nonvoting representative from the National Cancer Advisory

Board, the NCI Board of Scientific Advisors, and the NCI Board of Scientific Counselors

(Basic Sciences and Clinical Sciences and Epidemiology) will serve for the duration of

their terms on their respective Boards. Ex officio members include the NCI Deputy

Directors, select NCI Division Directors and the Associate Director, FNLCR.

20c. How frequent and relevant are the Committee Meetings?

Meetings are held approximately three times each fiscal year. In FY2018, the Committee

met two times. Due to a lack of member availability to convene in July 2018, the meeting

was cancelled. Full FNLAC in-person meetings were held on October 30, 2017 and May

8, 2018. The FNLAC provides ongoing review of the relevance and effectiveness of the

existing scientific programs (extramural and intramural) at the Frederick National

Laboratory for Cancer Research. The Ad Hoc National Cryo-EM Facility (NCEF) Working

Group met on October 16, 2017 and April 6, 2018 to evaluate the goals, scientific

priorities and scope, technical and operational aspects, and equipment and staffing needs

of the NCEF in support of the Cryo-EM community. The FNLAC NCI-DOE Collaborations

Working Group met on March 8-9, 2018 and July 16, 2018 to provide scientific evaluation

of programs, projects and collaborations formed in support of or relevant to NCI/DOE

collaborations. The FNLAC ad hoc RAS Working Group held an in-person meeting on

September 28, 2018 to continue to examine the scientific efforts of the phase II RAS

Initiative project for the purpose of reporting progress and making suggestions to the

Subcommittee and/or Parent committee for consideration.

20d. Why can't the advice or information this committee provides be obtained

elsewhere?

This Committee is composed of recognized biomedical research authorities from outside

the NIH in order to secure unbiased and objective evaluation of research performed at

FNLCR. Their recommendations are invaluable because the complex nature of the

research requires a unique balance and breadth of expertise not available at NIH or from

other established sources.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or partially closed committee meetings?

N/A

21. Remarks

Meetings: The committee had two meetings in FY18. Maximum Number of Members: This

number was increased to 25 (16 Appointed Members plus 9 Ex Officio Members) because



one additional Ex Officio member was appointed in FY18. As such, the maximum number

of members is different then what was reported on the FY17 ACR. Members: The terms

for Robert Grossman, Lawrence Marnett, and Kenneth Pienta changed due to

reappointments. As such, their term of service end dates are different than what was

reported on the FY17 ACR. The term of service start date for Klaus Hahn and Jedd

Wolchok was mistakenly reported and has been corrected. As such, their term of service

start date is different than what was reported on the FY17 ACR. Ex Officio Member: The

term for Paulette Gray was extended. As such, her term of service end date is different

than what was reported on the FY17 ACR. Costs: Total Operating Costs are higher in

FY18 due to an increase in the number of working group meetings held. The DFO and

Committee Decision Maker positions are held by the same individual because of the

assignment of responsibilities within the Institute.

Designated Federal Officer

Caron A. Lyman Chief, Research Programs Review Branch, Division of Extramural

Activities, NCI
Committee

Members
Start End Occupation Member Designation

BISHOP, GAIL  11/13/2014  06/30/2018 
PROFESSOR OF MICROBIOLOGY AND INTERNAL

MEDICINE

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

CHANOCK,

STEPHEN 
 07/01/2013  12/31/2018 DIRECTOR Ex Officio Member

COUSSENS,

LISA 
 10/29/2017  06/30/2020 

HILDEGARD LAMFROM CHAIR IN BASIC SCIENCE;

PROFESSOR AND CHAIR

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

CULLEN, KEVIN  10/01/2017  06/30/2020 DIRECTOR
Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

DOROSHOW,

JAMES 
 01/01/2012  01/31/2022 DEPUTY DIRECTOR Ex Officio Member

GARRAWAY,

LEVI 
 01/15/2012  06/30/2018 SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

GRAY,

PAULETTE 
 01/01/2012  01/31/2022 DIRECTOR Ex Officio Member

GROSSMAN,

ROBERT 
 11/13/2014  06/30/2021 DIRECTOR/ PROFESSOR

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

HAHN, KLAUS  01/22/2017  06/30/2020 
RONALD THURMAN DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR OF

PHARMACOLOGY

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

HIRSH, DAVID  11/15/2015  06/30/2019 PROFESSOR
Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

HOUGHTON,

JANET 
 12/11/2016  10/05/2017 SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

KERLAVAGE,

ANTHONY 
 08/29/2017  12/31/2023 

ACTING DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR BIOMEDICAL

INFORMATICS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Ex Officio Member

LOWY,

DOUGLAS 
 04/04/2018  12/31/2023 DEPUTY DIRECTOR Ex Officio Member

MARKOWITZ,

SANFORD 
 10/01/2017  06/30/2020 

MARKOWITZ - INGALLS PROFESSOR OF CANCER

GENETICS

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

MARNETT,

LAWRENCE 
 01/15/2012  06/30/2021 DEAN OF BASIC SCIENCES AND PROFESSOR

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

MCCONVILLE,

KRISTIN 
 12/08/2016  12/31/2022 ACTING ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR Ex Officio Member



Checked if Applies

MISTELI, TOM  04/13/2016  12/31/2019 DIRECTOR Ex Officio Member

ODDONE,

PIERMARIA 
 11/15/2015  06/30/2019 DIRECTOR, EMERITUS

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

PIENTA,

KENNETH 
 09/10/2012  06/30/2021 THE DONALD S. COFFEY PROFESSOR OF UROLOGY

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

RAMIREZ

MILAN, NILSA 
 10/15/2017  06/30/2020 

MEDICAL DIRECTOR, BIOPATHOLOGY CENTER;

DIRECTOR, AUTOPSY PATHOLOGY

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

SIEGLE,

DONNA 
 07/04/2016  12/31/2020 

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF MANAGEMENT AND

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Ex Officio Member

SINGER, DINAH  03/18/2016  12/31/2019 ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR Ex Officio Member

WOLCHOK,

JEDD 
 03/06/2016  06/30/2019 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, LUDWIG CENTER FOR CANCER

IMMUNOTHERAPY

Special Government

Employee (SGE) Member

Number of Committee Members Listed: 23

Narrative Description

The goal of NIH research is to acquire new knowledge to help prevent, detect, diagnose,

and treat disease and disability, from the rarest genetic disorder to the common cold. The

NIH mission is to uncover new knowledge that will lead to better health for everyone. NIH

works toward that mission by the Frederick National Laboratory Advisory Committee

(FNLAC) to the National Cancer Institute. The Committee will review major new projects

proposed to be performed at Frederick National Laboratory for Cancer Research (FNLCR)

and advise the Director, NCI and Associate Director, FNLCR about the intrinsic merit of

the projects (extramural and intramural) and about whether they should be done at the

FNLCR. In addition, this Committee will periodically review the existing portfolio of

projects (extramural and intramural) at FNLCR, evaluate their productivity, help determine

which of these projects should be transitioned to more conventional mechanisms of

support, i.e., (grants, contracts, cooperative agreements) and which should be considered

for termination. The Committee will help to assure that the operations at FNLCR are open,

transparent, and in the best interest of the entire cancer research community. The

Committee will submit a written description of the research and its recommendations to

the Director, NCI, Deputy Directors, NCI, and the Associate Director, FNLCR. 

What are the most significant program outcomes associated with this committee?

Improvements to health or safety

Trust in government

Major policy changes

Advance in scientific research

Effective grant making

Improved service delivery

Increased customer satisfaction

Implementation of laws or regulatory requirements



Checked if Applies

Other

Outcome Comments

Based on the recommendations of this committee, effective direction of the activities at

the FNLCR has the potential to provide significant advances in cancer research and

public health. The projects and programs at FNLCR, for which this Committee provides

advice, could lead to new approaches and tools for cancer investigation, prevention,

diagnosis and therapeutic interventions. The results and technologies may be applicable

to other human health concerns.

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?

None

Unable to Determine

Under $100,000

$100,000 - $500,000

$500,001 - $1,000,000

$1,000,001 - $5,000,000

$5,000,001 - $10,000,000

Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

NIH supported basic and clinical research accomplishments often take many years to

unfold into new diagnostic tests and new ways to treat and prevent diseases.

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee

 for the life of the committee?

28 

Number of Recommendations Comments

1. A motion to accept the minutes of the July 18, 2017 meeting was approved

unanimously. 2. A motion to accept the minutes of the October 30, 2017 meeting was

approved unanimously. 3. A motion to accept the change in 2019 meeting dates

(February, June, October) was approved unanimously. 4. A motion to accept the update

report of the ad hoc NCI-DOE Collaborations Working Group was approved unanimously.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Fully implemented by the agency?



Checked if Applies

0% 

 % of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments

Due to the large breadth and complexity of the recommendations made by this committee,

NCI staff is unable to determine which recommendations have been fully or partially

implemented solely in response to this committee’s activities.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Partially implemented by the agency?

0% 

 % of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments

Due to the complexity of the issues and the role of this committee, staff is unable to

determine which recommendations have been fully or partially implemented solely in

response to this committee’s activities.

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to

 implement recommendations or advice offered?

Yes      No      Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments

At each meeting, the NCI Director and NCI leaders provide a report to the Committee

members.

What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or

recommendation?

Reorganized Priorities

Reallocated resources

Issued new regulation

Proposed legislation

Approved grants or other payments

Other

Action Comments

The committee continues to review the state of research (extramural and intramural) at

the Frederick National Laboratory for Cancer Research (FNLCR) and make

recommendations for the best use of its capabilities and infrastructure. They reviewed

major new projects proposed to be performed at FNLCR and periodically review the



Checked if Applies

existing portfolio of projects at FNLCR. The Committee helped to assure that the

operations at FNLCR are open, transparent, and in the best interests of the entire cancer

research community. The Committee also considered proposed research and will provide

advice as to whether the FNLCR is the best mechanism for carrying out these projects

which it deems to be of merit and to be consistent with the mission of the National Cancer

Institute and FNLCR. There were specific discussions regarding the FNLCR operations

and future plans, the National Cryo-EM Facility; the FNLCR RAS Initiative; the NCI

Experimental Therapeutics (NExT) Program; the Chemical Biology Consortium (CBC);

and the Accelerating Therapeutics for Opportunities in Medicine (ATOM) initiative. The

Committee also gained an understanding of the role of molecular pharmacodynamics in

both drug discovery and development and how the NCI’s Early Therapeutic Trials

Network is helping to move new agents into the clinic. The Committee deliberated on and

approved an update report from the FNLAC NCI-DOE Collaborations Working Group

which summarized and proposed next steps for each of the pilots and crosscutting

projects. Pilot 1 examines the predictive models for preclinical screening, Pilot 2 focuses

on the behavior of RAS on cellular membranes, and Pilot 3 looks at population information

integration, analysis, and modeling. There are several crosscutting projects which include

the following: Uncertainty Quantification (UQ) which evaluates the level of uncertainty for

all three pilots; the CANcer Distributed Learning Environment (CANDLE) which focuses

on developing a machine-learning framework for studying cancer and making the data

available to a broader community; and ATOM which aims to create a national

precompetitive resource to accelerate cancer drug development.The working group

summary was an update from the FNLAC Ad Hoc NCI/DOE Collaborations Working

Group. The approved report (see advisory reports) is a meeting summary that contained a

set of recommendations that were deliberated upon and accepted by the FNLAC at their

May 8, 2018 meeting. The motion to approve the report was noted in the FNLAC meeting

minutes for May 8, 2018.

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?

 No

Grant Review Comments

N/A

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?

Contact DFO

Online Agency Web Site

Online Committee Web Site



Online GSA FACA Web Site

Publications

Other

Access Comments

Information on the FNLAC can be found at the NCI Division of Extramural Activities:

Advisory Boards and Groups website at http://deainfo.nci.nih.gov/advisory/fac/fac.htm.

Each NCI committee’s charter, minutes, agenda, roster, future meeting dates, meeting

PowerPoint presentations and reports is located here. Additionally, the public may view

the FNLAC meetings via the NIH Videocast at the following website:

http://videocast.nih.gov/.


